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US pilotkilledchasing"flyingsaucer"
From our own correspondent

New York

A strangeobjectseen in the
sky over Kentuckyhas indi-
rectlycausedthe deathof
CaptainThomasF. Mantell,of
the US Air Force,and has re-
vived the "flyingsaucer"re-
ports.

Late on Thursday ColonelGuy
F. Hix, commanderof Fort
Knox airfield, Kentucky,
spottedthe "saucer"from the
airport'sobservationtower.
He watchedit throughpower-

ful binocularsuntil clouds
obscuredit.

He describedit as being
umbrella-shaped,"about half
the apparentsize of the moon,"

and absolutelywhite exceptfor
a streamer of red whichap-
pearedto be revolving.

He radioedthree pursuit
planeswhichwere aloftto
examinethe object.

Mantelland the pilotsof the
two otherplanes,all of which

were in perfect condition,gave



Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), Saturday 10 January 1948, page 1 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article22536792

chase.

Two pilots reportedthat even
at 15,000fttheywere unableto
get nearthe object,and they
returnedto land safelyat the
airfield.

Meanwhile,they had lost sight
of Mantell,who had givenno
radiosignalto accountfor his,
absencefrom the formation.

Latera womanon whosefarm'
Mantell's plane had crashedre-
portedthatshe heardthe plane
roar over her houseand then

saw it fallapartat abouttree-

top height.Mantellwas killed
instantly.

The two pilotswho landed
said they saw the strangeob-
ject high above them when
they were at 15,000ft,but they
couldnot matchit for speed.

Highway patrol, headquarters

at Elizabethtown,Kentucky,
also reportedreceivingcalls
from personswho had seen the
object.Some said it resembled

an ice-cream cone with a little

fire at the bottom.


